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Structuring paragraphs and sentences 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 



 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 

 



 



 
 

Performing lexical and grammatical exercises. 

 

1. Breast cancer among premenopausal women also showed variation according to / in 

accordance with / in agreement with the history of the patients.  

2. Dataset characteristics of each problem were measured according to / depending on / 

following Smith et al. [4] and [15].  

3. Depending on / Following / In agreement with the status of the couple, various solutions are 

possible:  

4. According to / In accordance with / Following this method, the Bernoulli and hydrostatic 

equations can be combined to give…  

5. For all three proteins we obtained polypeptide chains with molecular weights in agreement 

with / in compliance with / in accordance with the values from the literature.  

6. The focus can be on the insertion or deletion of each video shot, depending on / in 

compliance with / in agreement with user preference.  

7. The objective of the present study was to estimate 10 year probabilities of osteoporotic 

fractures in men and women according to / in compliance with / in agreement with age and 

bone mineral density.  

8. Our results were according to / in compliance with / in agreement with the literature.  

9. They were used according to / depending on / in agreement with the manufacturer’s 

operating manual.  

10. To date, all the tests have been carried out according to / in compliance with / in 

agreement with EU regulations. 

 

1. In the first five chapters, the book covers as / how / like to search literature databases, as / 

how / like to interpret critically and appraise reports…  

2. The second set has properties as / how / like those of the first set, with the difference that…  

3. As / How / Like can be seen in the table, the values are considerably lower this time.  

4. As / How / Like a prototype it worked well, but not in its final version.  

5. It behaves as / how / like it should do.  

6. It behaves as / how / like the other one.  

7. It can be used as / how / like an alternative.  



8. We used a piece of wood as / how / like a lever. 

 

1. We studied both / either / neither English and Spanish. So we don’t have any problems 

translating to and from these two languages.  

2. You can study both / either / neither English or Spanish, i.e. you only have the option to 

study one of them.  

3. You cannot study both / either / neither Russian and Korean, just one of the two.  

4. You cannot study both / either / neither Russian or Korean, you can only study Chinese.  

5. This is true both for / for both the students (there are 30 in the class) and the professors.  

6. This is true both for / for both the students (i.e. Adrian and Anna) and the professors.  

7. We had fun both in / in both the parks (i.e. Green Park and Hyde Park) we visited and also 

the museums.  

8. We had fun both in / in both the parks (we lost count of how many we went to) and the 

museums.  

9. This software will work with both / either / neither MAC or Windows.  

10. This software will both / either / neither work with MAC nor with Windows, only on UNIX 

systems. 

 

Insert the words below into the spaces.  

addresses, aim, aimed at, aims to, continuation, feasibility study, framework, propose, 

scope, targeted, this end, undertook  

1. Our ________ is to provide a short, practical analysis of how this language is used.  

2. This article ________ de fi ne the difference between a hazard and a danger.  

3. This article is the result of a ________ investigating…  

4. This work ________ the problems inherent in…  

5. This work is a direct ________ of the work begun by Zappata [2014].  

6. To ________ we have tried to…  

7. We have ________ funding as being our main priority.  

8. We ________ a new code for calculating the number of hours required.  

9. We ________ this study to…  

10. Within the ________ of these criteria, we propose to…  

11. Defining P and Q falls outside the ________ of this article.  

12. It is ________ students of engineering. 

 

Match the phrases (1–25) with functions (A–D)  

(A) Establishing why your topic (X) is important.  

(B) Outlining the past-present history of the study of X (no direct references to the literature).  

(C) Outlining the possible future of X.  

(D) Indicating the gap in knowledge and possible limitations.  

1. A neglected area in the fi eld of analytical chemistry is…  

2. Although this approach is interesting, it fails to take into account three critical factors.  

3. By 2025, computers will have become redundant.  

4. Concerns have arisen which call into question the validity of…  

5. Despite this interest, no one to the best of our knowledge has studied…  

6. Few researchers have addressed the issue of…  

7. GISs have many applications in the field of…  

8. However, there has been little discussion on…  

9. In the next few years Nigeria is likely to have become…  

10. It is not yet known whether these problems will be solved in the near future.  

11. It is well known that psychologists tend to…  

12. Moreover, other approaches have failed to provide…  

13. Most studies have only focused on China to the detriment of India.  



14. Psychometric tests are a critical part of the job interview process.  

15. Recent developments regarding the future of the Internet have led to…  

16. Roses are among the most well-known flowers on the planet.  

17. Since 2012 there has been a rapid in the use of nanotechnologies.  

18. The first studies in child psychology saw children as…  

19. The Indonesian economy has received much attention in the past decade due to…  

20. The last two years have witnessed a huge growth in the number of studies on this topic.  

21. The main characteristics of bilinguals are: 161  

22. The next decade is likely to see a considerable rise in unemployment.  

23. There is little or no general agreement on…  

24. There is still considerable controversy surrounding…  

25. Traditionally, the focus on bilingualism has always been… 

 

In each sentence delete the one word / phrase that is not appropriate / grammatical.  

1. This paper outlines / proposes / describes / discovers / presents a new approach to…  

2. This paper validates / examines / seeks to address / focuses on / discusses / investigates 

how to solve…  

3. This paper is an overview of / a review of / a report on / a preliminary attempt how 

bilinguals separate the two languages while talking.  

4. The aim of our work is to further / extend / widen / broaden / amplify current knowledge 

of…  

5. This paper takes a new look at / re-examines / revisits / informs / sheds new light on how 

politicians use their power, 

 6. In the literature, ‘psychotic’ usually refers / often refers / is usually referred to a patient 

who…  

7. Vitous [2015] has provided / put forward / put down / proposed a new definition of X, in 

which…  

8. In the literature there lacks of a general definition of X / a general definition of X is 

lacking / there is no clear definition of X.  

9. In their seminal / groundbreaking / cutting edge / state-of-the-art paper of 2001, Peters and 

Jones… 10. Experiments on X were conducted / carried on / carried out / performed on X in 

2009 by a group of researchers from…  

11. More recent evidence [Obama, 2013] shows / suggests / investigates / highlights / reveals / 

proposes that.  

12. He claims / argues / criticizes / maintains / suggests / points out / underlines that…  

13. Kamos’s [23] assumptions seem to be sensitive / realistic / well-founded / well-grounded / 

plausible / reasonable / acceptable.  

14. Many experts contend, however / instead / on the one hand, that this evidence is not 

conclusive.  

15. This has led authors as / such as / for example / for instance Mithran [32], Yasmin [34] and 

Hai [35] to investigate… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Module 2 Basics of Academic writing 

Features of academic writing (academic style, critical writing, referencing, developing 

paragraphs, writing plans). Research planning. Choosing an appropriate journal to publish 

a research paper. Analysis in research papers. Choosing a paper as a model. The correct 

order to write the various sections.  

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Academic vocabulary. Vocabulary and academic style. Noun phrases. Nouns 

referring to ideas and phenomena, ways of thinking, processes and activities. Verbs for 

structuring academic assignments. Adjectives and typical combinations with nouns in 

academic texts.  

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 

 

Module 3 Specific grammar of Academic writing 

Learning the active vocabulary of the module. 

Theory of translation, punctuation for academic writing. 

Performing lexical and grammatical exercises. 

Translation of scientific articles from a foreign language into Russian. 

Structure of a paper. Grammar used in Introduction, Literature review, Methods, 

Conclusion, Discussion Sections. Generating titles. Problems of string of nouns in titles. Making 

titles concise. Genres of academic writing. Learning outcomes. Basic structures. Types of 

academic writing.  



 
Word combinations in academic texts. At academic institutions. Vocabulary: applications 

forms, academic courses, online learning. Facts, evidence, data, numbers, graphs and diagrams, 

time, cause and effect. 

Module 4 Academic style 

Learning the active vocabulary of the module. 

Specific analysis. Structured research articles abstracts. Tips for writing research article 

abstracts. Conference abstracts. Writing introductions, overall shape of an introduction. Tips for 

writing different kinds of introductions (introduction to course paper, book reviews, journal article, 

book chapters, research reports, proposals). 

Performing lexical and grammatical exercises. 

1. It was found that X = 2, whereas / on the contrary Kamatchi [2011] found that X = 1.  

2. Despite the fact / Although that Li and Mithran [2014] found that X = 2, we found that X = 3.  

3. In contrast to / On the contrary earlier findings [Castenas, 2009], we found that x does not 

equal y.  

4. This study has not confirmed previous research on X. Nevertheless / despite, it serves to…  

5. Notwithstanding the fact that / Despite these results differ from earlier studies (Cossu, 2001; 

Triana, 2002), they are consistent with those of…  

6. Georgiev is correct to claim that x = y. Nevertheless / however, his calculation only referred to 

a limited case.  

7. The current study does not support previous research in this area. In fact, contrary to / unlike 

what was previously thought, we found that…  

8. Despite / Nevertheless the lack of agreement, we believe our findings compare well with…  

9. Although / Despite there was some inconsistency…  

10. This does not justify non-invention. However / on the contrary it is another reason for 

increased intervention. 

 

(1) Since / When writing first began, there was little or no punctuation. Punctuation was 

introduced many hundreds of years later to help the reader. Punctuation tells us (2) both / when 

we can pause and helps us to see connections between the elements in the sentence. Readability 

(3) however / thus has a visual element to it as well. This visual element is (4) also / besides 

affected by how we read. Today, much reading is done directly from a screen, (5) other than / 

rather than from a hard copy. (6) Because / Why we generally want information fast, particularly 

(7) since / when searching on the Internet, we tend to scan. Scanning means not reading each 



individual word (8) but / yet jumping forwards three or more words (or sentences) at a time. The 

distance that we jump (in terms of the number of words or sentences) depends on the value that 

those words are adding in our search for information. (9) If / Yet they add no value we tend to 

jump further. (10) If / When we continue to get no value, instead of scanning left to right along a 

line of text, we scroll from top to bottom. We (11) thus / still read vertically (12) instead of / 

rather than horizontally until we find what we want.  

This has huge implications for you as a writer. (13) If / When you want your reader to read your 

paper in depth, (14) then / thus you cannot afford to fill your sentences with redundancy. (15) If / 

When you write a series of very long sentences, you will encourage your reader to scan and 

scroll. This means that they may never see / read the key information contained within all the 

redundancy.  

Writing a readable text entails being able to understand the nature of communication: thinking 

about your audience and the impact of how you organize your thoughts and words. (16) If / 

Unless you write a readable text, you will find personal satisfaction not in how erudite and 

elegant your phrases sound, (17) but / however in the ease with which you allow your readers to 

absorb your ideas. Remember that no one will be under any obligation to read your paper. (18) If 

/ When readers don’t find it useful, (19) either / or interesting, (20) both / or at least pleasurable, 

(21) and / however they have the feeling that it was not written with them in mind, they will 

simply stop reading. Your findings will (22) only / then be lost in oblivion. 

 

1. The aim of this study was to assess the effects of sending children away to school at the age of 

eight (or earlier) and its impact on their adult life (particularly after the age of 50) and thus to 

reach some definitive conclusions as to whether boarding schools (i.e. those schools where 

children study and sleep) actually fulfill the important educational and social roles that they 

claim to have.  

2. People who have attended boarding schools often have no realization of the effect that leaving 

their parents at a very young age has had on their emotional development because the signs of 

this effect generally do not become sufficiently apparent until middle age and are often due to a 

kind of subconscious repression which is why such subjects do not make the connection between 

their current levels of over-emotiveness and their childhood lack of parental affection.  

3. Questionnaires were sent to 5000 ex-boarding school adults with an age ranging between 40 

and 60 all of whom had previously given permission to access their medical records and all of 

whom were or had been married, with the purpose of setting up a database of subjects’ responses 

regarding their school time experiences and their experiences now as adults.  

4. A substantial increase in sensitivity to emotional situations characterizes the first stages of 

adult life leading to a possible uncontrolled release of anger or apparently unexplained feelings 

of anxiousness that appear to come from nowhere and may last for several days thus making life 

quite difficult not only for the subjects themselves but also for those living around them.  

5. Treatments for these subjects are often very expensive and technically difficult, and their 

effectiveness very much depends on the willingness of the subject to undergo therapy and on the 

degree of stress, emotional disturbance and marital discord that they had experienced. 

 

 

The following extract is from an Introduction. It is one long paragraph and contains three very 

long sentences, averaging over 80 words each. Divide the paragraph into three shorter 

paragraphs, and break up each sentence into shorter more manageable sentences.  

The aim of this paper is to confirm that how we speak and write generally reflects the way we 

think and that this is true not only at a personal but also at a national level, and to this end two 

European languages were analyzed, English and French, to verify whether the structure of the 

language is reflected in the lifestyle of the respective nations. English is now the world’s 

international language and is studied by more than a billion people in various parts of the world 

thus giving rise to an industry of English language textbooks and teachers, which explains why 



in so many schools and universities in countries where English is not the mother tongue, it is 

taught as the first foreign language in preference to, for example, Spanish or Chinese, which are 

two languages that have more native speakers than English. As a preliminary study, in an attempt 

to establish a relationship between document length and level of bureaucracy, we analyzed the 

length of 50 European Union documents, written in seven of the official languages of the EU, to 

con fi rm whether documents, such as reports regarding legislative and administrative issues, 

vary substantially in length from one language to another, and whether this could be related, in 

some way, to the length of time typically needed to carry out daily administrative tasks in those 

countries (e.g. withdrawing money from a bank account, setting up bill payments with utility 

providers, understanding the clauses of an insurance contract). The results showed that... 

 

 

Our system is based on four components: it has many data files (the weather, people, places, 

etc.); it has procedures which it tries to use to combine these files by working out how to respond 

to certain types or patterns of questions (this entails the user knowing what types of questions it 

can answer); it has a form to understand the questions posed in a natural language (so the user 

may need to know English) which it then translates into one of the types of questions it knows 

how to answer; finally, it has a very powerful display module, which it uses to show the answers, 

using, graphs, maps, histograms etc. 

Using automatic translation software (e.g. Google Translate, Babelfish, and Systran) can 

considerably ease the work of researchers when they need to translate documents thus saving 

them money (for example the fee they might have otherwise had to pay to a professional 

translator) and increasing the amount of time they have to spend in the laboratory rather than at 

the PC. 

 

Development of academic writing skills in accordance with research areas of master 

students.Writing CVs.Formal letters and e-mails. Structuring the content of an e-mail. 

Planning an e-mail. Formal greetings. Regrets and replies. Academic correspondence styles. 

Statements of purpose, personal statements. 

 

Watch the video 

https://www.ted.com/talks/guy_katz_how_to_write_an_email_that_will_always_b

e_answered and answer the questions. 

 

1. What does Guy compare an e-mail with? Why? 

2. How many letters does each person who works in an average office 

receive a day according to the statistics? 

3. What was the worst e-mail he had ever received?  

4. What kind of e-mails cannot be replaced by any other means of 

communication? 

5. What are the five ingredients for a great e-mail?  

6. How can we add emotionally to a formal e-mail?  

7. What does it mean if a teenager finishes a text message with a full stop?  

8. What increases the chances to get an answer?  

9. What are the two things that e-mails have in common? 

10. What should be written under the PS line? Why?  

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/guy_katz_how_to_write_an_email_that_will_always_be_answered
https://www.ted.com/talks/guy_katz_how_to_write_an_email_that_will_always_be_answered


Module 5 Professional communication 

Aspects of spoken English and professional communication. Interviewing and advising. 

Negotiation. Chairing a formal meeting. Telephoning. Finding the voice in the academic 

community (communicating with advisors and committee members, co-authors, requests, 

reminders, writing apologies, grant applications, letters, fellowship application). 

Preparing presentations in English. Writing and editing the text of the slides. Outline and 

transitions. Writing a speech. Methodology and results discussion. Conclusions. Questions and 

answers. Useful phrases. Pronunciation and intonation.  

Translation theory: what to avoid. Avoiding Ambiguity and Vagueness. Which/who vs. 

that. Which/that and who. Uncountable nouns. Pronouns. Referring backwards: the former, the 

latter. False friends. Terms, definitions, references. definitions. Introduce mathematical clichés.  

Module 6 Preparing a research article 

Learning the active vocabulary of the module. 

Academic vocabulary: talking about ideas. Reporting verbs and nouns. Analysis of results. 

Points of view. Degrees of certainty. Presenting an argument. Describing research methods. 

Classifying. Making connections. Comparing and contrasting. Evaluation and emphasis. Summary 

and conclusion. 

Useful phrases in Introduction, Literature review, Methods, Conclusion, Discussion.  

 

 

Writing a research paper. Literature review 

 

1. What are the seminal works on my topic? Do I need to mention these? 

 2. What progress has been made since these seminal works?  

3. What are the most relevant recent works? What is the best order to mention these works?  

4. What are the achievements and limitations of these recent works?  

5. What gap do these limitations reveal?  

6. How does my work intend to fill this gap? 

 

Persistence has most often been studied in terms of cultural differences. Blinco (1992) found that 

Japanese elementary school children showed greater task persistence than their American 

counterparts. School type and gender were not factors in moderating task persistence. This left 

culture as the remaining variable.  

Heine et al. (2001) furthered this idea by testing older American and Japanese subjects on 

responses after success or failure on task persistence. Japanese subjects were once again found to 

persist longer (in post-failure conditions), and this was speculated to be because they were more 

likely to view themselves as the cause of the problem. If they were the cause of the problem, 

they could also solve the problem themselves; although, this could only be accomplished through 

work and persistence. Americans were more likely to believe that outside factors were the cause 

of failure.  

These cultural studies hinted that task persistence may be predictable based on attribution style. 

A later experiment showed that attribution style and perfectionism level can be correlated with 

final grades in college-level classes (Blankstein & Winkworth, 2004). 

 

1. introduction to topic  

2. support from the literature  

3. mini summary  

4. introduction to next topic. And so on. 

 

style 1 Blinco [1992] found that Japanese elementary school children showed … 

style 2 In [5] Blinco found that Japanese elementary school children showed …  



style 3 A study of the level of persistence in school children is presented by Blinco [1992].  

style 4 A greater level of persistence has been noticed in Japan [5]. 

 

 

 
 

As far as we know, there are no studies on … 

To [the best of] our knowledge, the literature has not discussed …  

We believe that this is the first time that principal agent theory has been applied to … 

 

 

Generally speaking patients’ perceptions are seldom considered.  

Results often appear to conflict with each other …  

So far X has never been applied to Y.  

Moreover, no attention has been paid to …  

These studies have only dealt with the situation in X, whereas our study focuses on the situation 

in Y. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 1. The main characteristics of the shock absorbers. 
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